Jewellery
that makes

BLING BREAKS DOWN THE GENDER BARRIER,
WRITES DAVID LIVINGSTONE

in all the nooks and cramnies af
fashbom, there is no fssue more divi-
sive than jewellery for men. You
ean find on YouTube a hateful ha-
rangue by a young bleck man rant-
g about thug life and hip hep lead-
ing Lo feminization, homosexunlity
anel “spearkly 4iv] earrings in both
vour daven ears” At the same time,
there is Ray Emery, goaltetider for
the Ottawa Senators, who has made
a pair of dismond stud earrings o
signature, happy svmbol of his liv-
ing-by-his-own-1ules style. And in
baseball, where umpires some-
times have to ask pitchers to cover
or remove thelr blinding bling,
there is thee Red Sox slugger David
Ortiiz who has been known (o deck
his neck in o lirge strane of iy,
bezgl-set stones.

Whatever your political take on
the situation might be, there is no
clenying that, when it comes to jew-
ellery for the moderm male, all fud-
dy-duddy rules love been thrown
oul of the gome, In the 201h centu-
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ry,men'sjewellerywas worn for the
purpose of either sentiment or
function. Most things other than
wiedding bands and cufftinks would
he viewed suspiciously as flashy or
unmanly, Toduy, claiming their
right to be fashionably accesso-
rizged, men are onjoying unprece-
dented freedom of chotee.

When Gianl Tariello, a Toronto
designer responsible for Ultiing Sa-
lon Jewals, declded to moke dia-
mond-studded pleces for men
{ovailnble at George C., 21 Hozelton
Ave), he didn't think he was mok-
ing any news with bling: His father
and uncle wore dismonds. Rather,
I wais abining to introduee men lo
the idlen of costume jewellery, made
from fine materials (real dinnonds
and white gold), but in a spirt of
fun, not preciousness, Good times
iy take the shape of 2 ring, with a
gothic, rock star vibe in the form of
a pave cross, priced ot $4.100, On,
still in the works, o tubular tie bar
with diamonds on either end, tie

bars belig another trend In prog-
ressat men's jewellery countors.

These duys, thoese counbers are of-
ten a bonevard, the skulland cross-
bones enjoying o long fife as a fush-
fon fean, now cropping up In every-
thing from baby clothes to brace-
lete for burly bike buildevs, Like
doggers and the feur-de-lys; the
skul] §5 un image that seems to have
drifted fnto the mainstream from
the marging of waterfrant tattoo
parlesies, IS everywhere. Al Black
Line Studio, at 577 King St 'W.
which affers several jewellery lines,
s well ns tattoolng and plercing,
there is 2 heavy sterling bracelst
with gargovie heads for ornament,
§1490.

At Halt Renfrew, 50 Bloor St W,
there Is an Alexander MeQueen
neck chain hung with not only a
skull but ales a tib cage, 325,

Fleshing out the jewelery options
at Holts are colleetions by jewallery
degigners, suclias David Yurman or
Kerry MacBride, and also from

Cesigner Giambattista Valll with
lessica Biel, righl, In an aversized
necklace Left, Yurman spiritual
beads, 3485, Holl Renfrew:
below, gold Cartier ring, $2,450.

Abowe, goth cuff,
$1,290, at Black Line
Studio, 577 King 5t
V. Bracelet and
pendant by Glan|
Tariello, the Toronta
designer behind
Liltima Salon-lewels, |

fashion labels that have seen poten-
tinl in the market for men's acces-
sories, These would inelude Empo-
rio Armani (the current revival of
the corno, that horn-shaped Ttalian
amutety and Dior Homme. One of
the bust hald moves that menswear
designer Hedi Slimane made be-
fore his recentt departure from the
hotse was a bangle for guys in cleay
plastic inseribed with the words.
"Lowes Mo, Loves B Not,” 5130,
To suit the dandified mood that is
another aspect of current male
faghion, there is the twisted ele-
ganee of the Torgue ring designed

by Frank Gehry for Tiffany & Co.
Also, and always, there is the triple-
banded Trinity ving made by Car-
tier and made popular by the ele-
gantly twisted French artist Jean
Coetenu, $1,650, in the tio of yel-
low, rose mid white gold.

Named after Alberlo Santos-
Dumont, the Brazilim-borm avia-
tor whe, wearing one by Cartler,
popularized the wristwateh at tho
beginning of the 20th century,
there is 4 ring in pink gold, 82,450,
so perfectly plain and handsome
that-it could make any fellow be-
Tieve he eould fy.




